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ACTION OC-06 

INFO OCT-01 AF-05 EUR-06 ISO-00 CCO-00 /018 W 

053221 

R311452Z JUL 74 
FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0343 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMCONSUL DURBAN POUCH 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG POUCH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PRETORIA 3433 

CAPE TOWN ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: ACOM, ETEL 

SUBJ: COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE SERVICE 
REE: STATE 165443 (NOTAL); PRETORIA 3344 

1 . EMBOFES MET WITH POST OFFICE DIRECTOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
PLANNING EGGERS AND ASSISTANT CHIEF ENGINEER BIRELL JULY 31 
TO DISCUSS SA SATELLITE GROUND STATION. 

2. BIRELL CONFIRMED FRENCH CORPORATION TELSPACE HAS CONTRACT 
FOR BOTH ATLANTIC AND INDIAN OCEAN ANTENNAS. TELSPACE HAS 

WON TENDER BUT EINAL CONTRACT, ABOUT TO BE SIGNED, WAS NEGOTIATED. 
BIRELL EXPECTS ATLANTIC ANTENNA OPERATIONAL BY NOVEMBER 1975, 
INDIAN OCEAN BY EEBRUARY 1976. INDEAN OCEAN WILL PROVIDE CIR- 
CUITS TO FAR EAST AND ALSO BACK-UP EUROPE IN CASE OF CAPE 
TOWN-LONDON CABLE EAIRLURE. 

3. ATLANTIC ANTENNA WILL PROVIDE 36 CIRCUITS (18 FOR US, 8 FOR 
CANADA, REST RESERVE) EOR SOUTH AFRICA/NORTH AMERICAN TRAEFIC. 
SA/EUROPE CABLE WOULD BE RELIEVED OF S/NORTH AMERICAN TRAEFIC 
AND EXPECTED TO BE ADEQUATE EOR SA/EUROPE TRAFFIC UNTIL 1980. 
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CABLE CIRCUITS NOW LEASED FOR EUROPE/NORTH AMERICA LET OE SA/ 
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NORTH AMERICA TRAFFIC WILL BE RELINQUISHED. 

4. ATLANTIC SATELLITE EXPECTED CUT POST OFFICE COSTS OF SA/NA 
TRAFFIC IN HALF. INTELSAT INFORMED ABOUT PLANS FOR 
ATLANTIC SATELLITE BUT NOT YET ABOUT THOSE FOR INDIAN OCEAN. 

5. IN ACCORDANCE STATE REFTEL, WHICH COINCIDED WITH OUR ORIGINAL 
INTENTION OF ONLY SEEKING INFORMATION, WE DID NOT STRESS EMBASSY'S 
POSSIBLE USE OF NEW FACILITY. OUR CONTACTS ARE CLEARLY WILLING 

TO PURSUE THIS QUESTION, HOWEVER, AND TO TALK PRICE, ETC. 

WHEN AND IF WE WANT TO DO SO. 

HURD 
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Copy: SINGLE 
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Disposition Action: RELEASED 
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Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 
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Errors: N/A 
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